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UNCLAS PARAMARIBO 0255 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, NS 

SUB J : KTPI REJOINS GOVERNMENT 

REF : PARAMARIBO 0245 

1 . ARRON GOVERNMENT HAS REGAINED ITS MAJORITY IN PARLIAMENT 
WITH DECISION OF KTPI ANNOUNCED AT PARTY MEETING MARCH 27 
TO RETURN TO NPK GOVERNING COMBINATION. SUPPORT OF KTPI'S 
TWO MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT GIVES NPK 21 SEATS IN 39 MEMBER 
PARLIAMENT, A WORKING MAJORITY WHICH GOVERNMENT HOPES TO USE 
IN PUSHING THROUGH SEVERAL IMPORTANT PIECES OF LEGISLATION 
WHICH HAVE BEEN STALLED DURING PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY RESULT- 
ING FROM SOEMITA AFFAIR. 

2. KTPI MEETING, WHICH WAS ALSO ATTENDED BY PRIME MINISTER 
ARRON AND NPS PARTY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN VAN GENDEREN AS WELL AS 

A NUMBER OF NPS MEMBERS, APPOINTED THREE-MAN COMMISSION INCLUD- 
ING MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AMAT AND FORMER SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
MINISTER SOEPERMAN TO CONDUCT PARTY AFFAIRS AND PREPARE FOR 
THIS YEAR S ELECTION. NOTHING HAS YET BEEN SAID ABOUT POSSIBLE 
RETURN OF ANY KTPI MEMBERS TO THE CABINET BEFORE ELECTIONS. 
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3. ALTHOUGH ARRON AND NPK APPEAR TO HAVE GAINED A POLITICAL 
VICTORY WITH RETURN OF KTPI, FULL IMPACT OF KTPI DECISION 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN. HONORARY CHAIRMAN AND FOUNDER OF THE KTPI, 
IDING SOEMITA (FATHER OF FORMER AGRICULTURE MINISTER SOEMITA), 
DISPUTES THE DECISION, CALLING MARCH 27 GATHERING A MEETING OF 
THE NPS RATHER THAN THE KTPI AND INSISTING HIS SON REMAINS 
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PARTY CHAIRMAN. MEANWHILE, A LOCAL NEWS AGENCY REPORTS THAT 
THE YOUNGER SOEMITA HAS DECIDED TO RECLAIM THE SEAT IN PARLIA- 
MENT HE WON IN 1973, WHICH COULD MEAN REDUCTION OF NPK'S MAJORITY 
TO 20 SEATS, ONE OF WHICH BELONGS TO AN NPS MEMBER WHO HAS BEEN 
TOO ILL TO ATTEND PARLIAMENT MEETINGS. HOWEVER, PUBLIC MEETING 
OF PARLIAMENT REQUESTED BY OPPOSITION TEN DAYS AGO TO DISCUSS 
POLITICAL SITUATION HAS NOW BEEN CALLED FOR MARCH 29, INDI- 
CATING GOVERNMENT EXPECTS TO BE ABLE TO CONTROL SITUATION FOR 
THE TIME BEING. 
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